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The nation decides
England uses a benefits and earnings test, and you apply. Scotland pays for P1 to P5 without that
test. Wales and Northern Ireland use their own qualifying lists.

The check reads the nation from the postcode. It does not approve a meal.

Who it is not for
A child who is not school age is not in this scheme. Free early-education hours are a different offer.
Those are hours with a provider, not cash.

How to apply
In England you apply through the council or the school, using the qualifying benefit. Confirm the
current earnings line on GOV.UK. It changes.
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The check is free. A written pack is £29. Nothing in this PDF is sent to a department.

https://findbenefits.co.uk/
https://findbenefits.co.uk/
https://findbenefits.co.uk/
https://findbenefits.co.uk/answers/who-gets-free-school-meals
https://findbenefits.co.uk/answers/how-much-is-child-benefit
https://findbenefits.co.uk/check

